
2015 China Program Updates 

China Update for February 2015 
The New Year has been quite a busy one so far and we apologize for the missed updated.  During the 

month of January, we had 5 children come home through the China Waiting Child program.  In February 

we received the files of 3 girls through our one-on-one partnership orphanage and all 3 girls have been 

matched with families.  We also had 2 boys from the shared list that had families commit to them.  In 

December, we had 2 families bring home their newest children and in January, an additional 3 families 

brought home their children in January. 

According to the CCCWA’s website, referrals through the traditional program for healthy infants are now 

at families with a log-in date (LID) of December 19, 2006. The year 2014 started out with referrals for 

LIDs of 11/21/06, so the time frame has only continued to get longer in this program. 

The new year also brought the change over to the new online system for CCCWA and the switch went 

rather well. The new system seems to be more user friendly than the old. 

Changes by CCCWA effective January 1, 2015 

The China Center of Children’s Welfare and Adoption (CCCWA) announced new guidelines and 

procedures that became effective January 1, 2015. We were excited to see some positive changes that 

could potentially lead to more children in need joining loving families. 

Below please find the highlights of the changes:  

Eligibility Changes for PAPs 

1. Single women can adopt any child. The restriction to Special Focus only is lifted.  

2. There is no upper age limit; however, for a married couple,   the age difference between the 

younger parent and child should be no more than 50 years.  For singles, the age difference can 

be no more than 45 years. Mental health issues is still a barrier to adopt from China, but parents 

treated for mental health issues  with minor symptoms and under good control by taking a small 

dose of medication may be exempt from this restriction. 

3. Couples previously not allowed due to health issues such as hearing loss, organ transplant, or 

long term health issues such as cancer, MS, epilepsy, lupus, nephrosis, will be allowed if the 

other parent is completely healthy. 

4. No restriction on the number of children currently in the home for a couple, singles are 

restricted to less than 3 children and between the ages of 6-18 years. 

Post Placement Reporting Changes 



1. For families with Travel Approval issued after January 1, 2015, China no longer requires the first 

month report but an additional report will be required at the 4th year.  (Barker still requires post 

placement visit and report at one month and three months.) 

2. The 4th, 5th and 6th reports may be written by the adoptive parents themselves.  This change also 

applied to families that are currently in post placement as well.  

Service Fee Changes 

Also announced was the CCCWA adoption service (the dossier fee) fee will go up to $1100 from $800. It 

appears the BLAS fee will stay at $350, making the total due $1450. There doesn’t appear to be a 

reduced fee for special needs adoptions. 

 

China Update for March 2015 
Barker welcomes our new families that joined our agency when their old agency, Family & Children’s 
Agency, closed their China program.  
 
The China Waiting Children program had one family traveling in March to bring home their new son. We 
also had 2 families receiving their Letter of Acceptance (LOA) and are looking to travel around the end of 
May or early June.  Three families received Pre-Approvals (PA) in March. 
 
We received the files of 3 little girls from our one-on-one partnership program with Hezhou and all 3 
have been matched with families.  Tina Ji spent most of March in China where she was able to spend 
time at Hezhou and visit with the children.  She was able to get some great videos and photos while 
there to share with the children’s prospective families.  Tina also visited a couple of other orphanages in 
the same province of Guangxi  and spent some time at CCCWA.  We hope to announce our new 
partnerships soon.  
 
According to the CCCWA’s website, referrals through the traditional program for healthy infants are now 

at families with a log-in date (LID) of December 25, 2006.  

We hope you are enjoying the spring weather! 

 

China Update for April 2015 
More good news in April with our China Waiting Children families.  We had 2 families receive their travel 
approvals and plan to leave on March 27th to meet their newest family additions.  We had 3 families 
receive the Letter of Acceptance for children from our one-on-one partnership with Hezhou CWI.  We 
also received one Pre-Approval for a family adopting through the Hezhou CWI.   
 
Hezhou City is one of the orphanages that Tina visited on her recent trip to China.  It is also the one that 
we did fund raising to purchase cribs and bedding for the children.  We were happy to deliver 30 new, 
very nice wooden cribs complete with comfy bedding for the little ones.  Our next goal is to raise 



funding to purchase beds for the “bigger” kids at the orphanage.  Attached you will find a few photos of 
the new cribs as well as other pictures Tina took while in China. 
 
We urge families that are in the process of working on their dossiers to submit them as soon as possible 
as we currently have a very short list of families that are ready to be matched.  The shared list continues 
to come out twice a month; however, very few children appear on this list and most of the children have 
more severe needs.  We don’t know when we will receive our next group of files through our one-on-
one partnerships; however, these files are how we are matching the majority of our families. 
 

China Update for May 2015 
For the Traditional China Program, the great news is that CCCWA is now finished with referrals to 

families with LIDs (log in dates) of 2006!  In May, CCCWA updated their website to shows referrals had 

gone through 12/30/06 LIDs. This is a big milestone as they have been working on 2006 LIDs for the past 

7 years.  As a reminder, the new guidelines for adopting from China went into place May 1, 2007, and 

that was when the number of dossier submissions drastically dropped off. 

For China Waiting Children program, we currently have 2 families in China that have received their new 

son and daughter and both are doing well. We have one more family leaving this week to pick up their 

new son.  We wish safe travels to all 3 families.  During May, we received 4 LOAs for families but no new 

matches.   

We are very happy to announce our new one-on-one partnership has been approved!  This partnership 

program will be with Guigang SWI in Guangxi province.  We have also renewed our partnership with 

Babu District,Hezhou City, which is also located in Guangxi province.  We look forward to bringing home 

more children from these partnerships in the future. 

Adoption & Identity Intertwined is a documentary created by a Chinese adoptee in her senior year of 

high school.  The documentary shows some interesting perspectives of adopted teens in the US and can 

be watched here:  

https://vimeo.com/127173110?utm_source=ALP+Professionals_May20&utm_campaign=23f6e45201-

Identity_Offer6_1_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02b864dfd3-23f6e45201-118835569  We 

hope you find this video enlightening as to the  perspective of adopted children as well as reflecting the 

importance of a child knowing their adoption story. 

 

China Update (July-August) 
Things have been busy with the China program this summer so we’re combining updates for the months 
of July and August. If you haven’t noticed yet, Barker has a brand new website that we hope you’ll find 
helpful! You can see it at: http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/ and you might even recognize 
some of the families’ in our photos as they are all REAL Barker families.  There’s also a much easier way 
to access the password protected site where you can find forms, resources and updates. This can be 
entered from either the China or the China Waiting Child pages. On the left hand side of those pages you 
will see a box for “In Service Families Resources.” If you click on the button that says “Access Resources” 

https://vimeo.com/127173110?utm_source=ALP+Professionals_May20&utm_campaign=23f6e45201-Identity_Offer6_1_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02b864dfd3-23f6e45201-118835569
https://vimeo.com/127173110?utm_source=ALP+Professionals_May20&utm_campaign=23f6e45201-Identity_Offer6_1_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02b864dfd3-23f6e45201-118835569
http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/


it will take you to a place to enter your password. If you don’t recall your password, please feel free to 
email any of us on the international team. 
 
During July we had 3 families receive Travel Approval and bring home their 3 new daughters, all from 
our partnership orphanage in Hezhou, Guangxi. We recently received 3 more TAs in August and will have 
1 family traveling in September and 2 in October, all with children from Hezhou as well.  We also 
received 1 LOA in July and 3 more in August. 
 
Also in August we received the first files from our new partnership with Guigang SWI in Guangxi. This 
first group included 4 files, 3 of which have been matched and 1 that we are looking for a family for. You 
should have seen a flyer for this child via email. Bing is a 2 year old girl with delayed language and needs 
a family that already has their dossier logged in with China. 
 
With school starting, we thought this article from Dr. Gindis called “School Readiness and School 
Placement of a Newly Adopted Post-Institutionalized Child” might be of interest: 
http://www.bgcenter.com/BGPublications/SchoolPlacement.htm  
 

September China Update 
For September, we’ve had one child come home with their new family and we have 2 that are leaving to 

pick up their new children in mid-October. There were 2 families that received LOA (Letter of 

Acceptance) and 2 others that received their PA (Pre-Approval) for children during the month of 

September.  We have matched all of the children’s files that we received in August through our one-on-

one program and are anxiously awaiting the arrival of more files.  

We are also happy to announce that we are working with a group of physicians from Riley International 

Adoption Clinic & Indiana University/Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) that will visit the 2 current 

partnership orphanages we have in Guangxi. The group consists of 8 doctors, residents and med 

students that will be evaluating the children’s needs and offering training for the staff. This is a great 

opportunity not only for the children we will be placing, but especially for those children that might not 

leave the orphanages.  

The International Program office itself has gone through some recent changes with the departure of 

Katie Willhauck, and the arrival of our new administrative assistant, Katie Quinn.  If you haven’t had the 

pleasure yet of meeting our new Katie, please feel free to stop by and introduce yourself.  

China has had a string of holidays recently. This past weekend was the Moon Festival and offices in 

China are currently shut down until October 8th for the National Holiday.  For the rest of the year, the 

only holidays that could affect adoptions would be the typical US holidays that will only affect the 

Consulate in Guangzhou. 

October China Update 
October brought us more activity with our China Waiting Child program! We received 3 Letters of 

Acceptance and 4 Travel Approvals. We had 2 families return home with their newest family members 

and 1 currently in China with 3 more scheduled to travel before Christmas. All but one of these children 

http://www.bgcenter.com/BGPublications/SchoolPlacement.htm


came through our one-on-one partnership program. We don’t yet know when we will receive the next 

group of files through this program, but we only have a few families ready to match, so are encouraging 

families that are paperchasing to keep at it. 

The traditional China program has not shown any change since July when the last LID group referred was 

12/31/06. I continue to check for a status change every day and am really looking forward to see the 

2007 LIDs start coming. 

The group of doctors and med students from Riley Adoption Clinic & IUPUI School of Medicine has just 

arrived in China. They will be visiting both of our current partnership orphanages in Guangxi province 

next week, November 9-12. We are hoping they will have a very rewarding and productive trip and look 

forward to sharing more about it soon. 

We hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful fall color! 

Betty 

 

November China Update 
This past month has brought us one pre-approval and several traveling families in the China Waiting 
Child program. We had one family that just returned home and two more that will be coming home in 
the next couple of weeks. We don’t anticipate any more travelers this year but are hoping for a few 
more approvals to come yet this year. 
 
We received the files of 5 new children in November through our partnership program.  We don’t have 
any families with checklists that match these children, but perhaps one of you would be interested in 
considering one of these precious children. I will post a little bit of information below on these 5 
children. We will also be sending out a flyer soon with photos and a brief description of each. If you feel 
that you be interested in learning more about any of these children, please contact Betty. All 5 are 
designated as Special Focus so do not required a dossier to be in China, but just for the family to have 
their home study in process or completed. 
 

 Zhu is an almost 2 year old boy with a complex congenital heart defect 

 Nana is a 2.5 year old girl with Downs Syndrome 

 Keke is a 2.5 year old boy with corneas in both eyes 

 Chen is a 3.5 year old boy with brain damage sequela causing right side weakness 

 Qingxi is a 6 year old boy with CP that appears to be mild to mid-range 
 

There is now a blog posting up on our website with a little bit of information about the doctors’ visit in 

November to our partnership orphanages. You can see this at: 

http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/doctors-visit-partner-orphanages-china . We were able to 

receive photos and video updates on some of the children from the doctors and hope to have more 

coming. 

 

http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/doctors-visit-partner-orphanages-china


 

December China Update 
During December, families in the China Waiting Child program received 3 Travel Approvals (TA), 1 Letter 
of Acceptance (LOA) and 2 Preapprovals (PA)!  Congratulations to these families. 
 
Although we haven’t received any referrals through the traditional China program, I am happy to 
announce that those referrals have finally reached the year 2007!  Referrals went out mid-December 
through LIDs (log-in date) of 1/9/2007. This makes the wait time now at 8 years from LID to referral. We 
anticipate the wait period will still continue to climb. 
 
As mentioned in last month’s update we are looking for families for the 5 children listed below.   These 
children are through our partnership program and are designated as Special Focus, so families only need 
to have their home study in process or completed. If you feel that you be interested in learning more 
about any of these children, please contact Betty at bbetz@barkerfoundation.org  
 

 Zhu is an almost 2 year old boy with a complex congenital heart defect 

 Nana is a 2.5 year old girl with Downs Syndrome 

 Keke is a 2.5 year old boy with corneas in both eyes 

 Chen is a 3.5 year old boy with brain damage sequela causing right side weakness 

 Qingxi is a 6 year old boy with CP that appears to be mild to mid-range 
 

Chinese New Year is fast approaching and this year will be the Year of the Red Fire Monkey.  Offices in 

China will be closed from February 6 through the 13, with the actual CNY date of February 8th.  The US 

Consulate will be closed  February 7-10. The Consulate will also be closed for US holidays on January 18 

and February 15. 

Warm regards, 

Betty 
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