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Program Overview 
Through our China Waiting Children Program, we have the privilege of finding loving and 
caring homes for children with special needs in China. We welcome your interest in the 
possibility of forming or adding to your family through this unique and meaningful path and 
hope that the information provided here will help guide you in your adoption journey. 
 

Waiting Children 

The children in the China Waiting Children Program typically have been identified as having 
one or more special needs which can range from minor to more severe and which may or 
may not require follow-up and/or ongoing care. There are also some older children who are 
physically healthy in this program. The children can be of either gender and range in age 
from ten months to fourteen years.  
 
Some of the special needs commonly seen with children in this program include: 
 cleft lip and cleft palate 
 congenital heart disease 
 club foot/feet 
 vision or hearing deficit 
 limb differences or deformities 
 spina bifida 
 infectious disease (e.g. positive for Hepatitis B) 
 cerebral palsy 
 
“Special Focus” 
The CCCWA identifies some of the children in the China Waiting Children program as 
“special focus”. The main basis for the CCCWA to name a child as “special focus” is that they 
believe it may be challenging to locate a family for the child. A child can be identified as 
“special focus” when his/her file is first posted, based on his/her needs. The other scenario 
is that a child will be identified as “special focus” after his/her file has been posted for one 
month and no family has been located. The CCCWA allows a family to be matched with a 
“special focus” child before the family’s dossier is submitted to the CCCWA .  
 

The China Center for Children’s Welfare and Adoption (CCCWA)’s Shared Listing 

CCCWA posts information on children with special needs on a restricted website and 
periodically updates the listing. Updates generally occur approximately every 2-4 weeks, 
though the timeframe between postings does vary at times. This program allows many 
agencies to access information on the waiting children at the same time, and thus the 
process is extremely time-sensitive. The CCCWA announces new postings in advance and, as 
a result, all agencies with access to the CCCWA’s website work intensely to match their 
waiting families with children when each posting occurs. In between the regular new 
postings on the shared list, individual files do sometimes get posted.  
 



Serving birth parents, adoptive parents and adoptees since 1945 

 

The Matching Process 

The Barker Adoption Foundation is fortunate to have a great deal of experience working in 
China and has had great success matching families with children from the shared listing.  The 
agency works to match children with their families based on information provided by the 
adoptive family regarding openness to specific special needs, gender, and age ranges. The 
Barker Adoption Foundation maintains a list of waiting families and actively works to match 
each family that has completed the Agency’s and China’s required paperwork.  As this is a 
time-sensitive, labor-intensive, and detail-oriented process, it is advantageous for families 
to be one of only a small pool of others waiting to be matched at any given time and, in this 
regard, The Barker Adoption Foundation is extremely well positioned. The Agency generally 
has fewer than ten families who are eligible to be matched at any given time, and this allows 
our staff to dedicate the time and attention required to make a successful match each time 
the CCCWA issues a new posting. 
 

Becoming a Waiting Family 

In order to participate in this program, a family must apply to The Barker Adoption 
Foundation as a new family; or a family may already be waiting in Barker’s traditional China 
program and wish to consider a waiting child; or a family may be waiting in another Barker 
program and opt to switch to the China Waiting Children Program. Currently, the CCCWA 
requires that a family have a completed dossier in China before they can be matched with a 
child who has been newly posted to the CCCWA’s website. However, “special focus” children 
and children who have been on the shared listing for more than one month may be matched 
with families who have not yet completed their dossiers. 
 

The Barker Adoption Foundation’s agency listing 
The Barker Adoption Foundation has had the privilege to receive agency lists in addition to 
having access to the CCCWA’s shared listing through its strong partnership with the CCCWA. 
Unlike the shared listing, agency lists are not received on a consistent scheduled. As Barker 
receives new agency lists, our staff reviews our list of waiting families who are dossier ready 
in search for a family for each child on our list.  

Next Steps… 

Please read through the following information for more details on The Barker Adoption 
Foundation’s China Waiting Children Program, including: 
 eligibility requirements 
 general program milestones and timelines 
 specifics of the actual matching process  
 resources for families considering a special needs adoption 
 general fees information 
 program staff and contact information 
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Eligibility Requirements Worksheet 
 
Please Note: Your family must meet all of the following criteria in order to be considered 
eligible for the China Waiting Children Program. Read through these criteria to determine 
your eligibility for this program; if you have any questions regarding your specific family 
situation, please do not hesitate to contact our program staff. 
             

 
 Married couple: 

 If this is a first marriage, married for no less than 2 years. 
 If either spouse is previously divorced, married for no less than 5 

years (please note, there can be no more than two divorces per 
spouse). 
 

 Single female applicant with less than 3 children under the age of 18 in the 
home and none under 6 years of age. 

 
 Minimum household income of $10,000.00 USD per household member. 

 
 Minimum net worth of $80,000.00 USD ($100,000 for singles). 
 
 Adopting parents are: 

 At least 30 years of age. 
 For married couples, the youngest parent cannot be more than 50 

years older than the child.  For singles, no more than 45 years 
difference. 

 If considering an infant, at least one parent is between the ages of 
30 and 45 years. 

 Mentally and emotionally healthy. 
 Physically healthy, with a Body Mass Index below 40. 
 At least a high school graduate. 

 
 Criminal history – will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Please contact 

program staff to discuss the specifics if there is criminal history for either 
party. 
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General Program Milestones and Timelines 
The following is an outline of the expected milestones and timelines once eligibility has been 
determined and a family has decided to commit to The Barker Adoption Foundation’s China 
Waiting Children Program. All of these timeframes are based upon our most recent 
experiences, and are subject to change. 
 
1. Application.  

Complete and submit program application to The Barker Adoption Foundation. If the 
family is already in Barker’s China program, there is no need to submit a new application.  
 

2. Application Acceptance, Home Study and Dossier Preparation 
Includes application review, application interviews with the International Programs 
staff; counseling, evaluation, and administrative support during the home study; home 
study meetings with your social worker, preparation of the adoption home study 
documents and dossier documents; and ongoing support from Barker Adoption 
Foundation staff. 
 

3. Matching Process.  
Matching efforts commence upon dossier completion and are typically synced with the 
CCCWA’s postings to the shared listing, which generally occur every 2 to 4 weeks, though 
this timeframe does vary. It may take several rounds of postings to successfully match 
your family with a child. However, depending on the needs of the child you are open to, 
matching efforts may commence before dossier completion if there is a possibility of 
finding a match with a child who has been identified as “special focus” by the CCCWA or 
a child whose file has been posted for more than one month.   
 

4. Child Identified and File Locked on the CCCWA’s website.  
Once a child’s file has been locked, you have 72 hours to decide whether to commit to 
the match and move forward with the process by submitting the Letter of Intent (LOI) 
and its supporting documents online. All available documentation on a child is provided 
to you for review and medical specialist(s) consultation(s). If you commit to the match, 
submission of the required documentation via the CCCWA’s website follows and must be 
completed within 72 hours from the time the child’s file was locked online. When Barker 
staff submits your LOI and its supporting documents online on your behalf, we need to 
first translate the information and prepare an “agency opinion”.  The upload of all the 
information also takes time. As a result, you really have 48 hours to make a decision.  
 

5. Preliminary Approval (PA). Typically, the CCCWA issues preliminary approval within 1 
to 4 weeks after the submission of LOI . 
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6. Letter of Acceptance (LOA). Two to four months after the PA is received you can expect 

to receive an LOA from the CCCWA. This is the official referral of the child who has been 
pre-matched with you. You will need to sign and return this letter to The Barker 
Adoption Foundation for submission to the CCCWA and it is also time for you to submit 
your I-800 form with the USCIS and to prepare DS-260 form for submission to the U.S. 
Consulate in China online.  

 
7. Filing of I-800 and DS-260. Once we have the official referral from China, it will be the 

time for you to file your I-800 with NBC (where you filed your I-800A.) There is also a 
form, called DS-260, for you to prepare and submit online to the U.S. Consulate in 
Guangzhou.  

 
8. I-800 Provisional Approval. This is typically issued within 3-4 weeks of I-800 

submission. When NBC issues the I-800 Provisional Approval, they will cable it to the 
U.S. Consulate through the National Visa Center (NVC) and NVC sends you a letter to 
state the fact.  Please forward the NVC letter to Barker as soon as you receive it because 
we need to forward it to the U.S. Consulate in Guangzhou, China to complete your DS-
260 filing. 

 
9. Article 5 Approval. After the U.S. Consulate receives DS-260 and all supporting 

information (including a copy of the email from NVC), they will issue an Article 5 
Approval. It takes ten business days for them to issue this approval.  

 
10. Travel Approval (TA). Once our in-country coordinator picks up the Article 5 Approval 

from the U.S. Consulate, she mails it to Beijing so that it could be submitted back to the 
CCCWA. The CCCWA will then issue the TA, typically within two weeks.  

 
11. Travel. Once we receive your TA, we will discuss with you potential travel dates, make 

appointments and travel arrangements. Typically, families travel in three to five weeks 
after we receive their TA. 
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Specifics of the Matching Process 
In order for our program staff to begin matching you with a child through the CCCWA’s 
shared listing, you must have already formally applied to The Barker Adoption Foundation, 
committed to the China Waiting Children Program, and meet the following requirements: 

Paperwork 

1. Have a dossier completed and logged in with the CCCWA through The Barker Adoption 
Foundation. (If you have a dossier submitted to the CCCWA through another agency who 
does not have a China Waiting Children program, it is possible for Barker to match you 
with a waiting child and transfer your case to Barker at the CCCWA. If this applies to you, 
please ask our staff for details.) Please note: if we are able to match you with a “special 
focus” child or a child who has been on the CCCWA’s shared listing for more than 30 
days, we may proceed with locking the file for you prior to completion of your dossier.  

2. Complete an orientation for the China Waiting Children Program. 
3. Receive a home study or a home study update/addendum approving you to adopt a child 

with special needs and/or an older child.  
4. Complete the Special Needs Checklist.  
5. Prepare a draft Family Summary and Treatment Plan (physician recommendations 

and treatment plan details can be added once a specific child has been identified) 
6. Review the Letter of Intent (LOI), noting the information that will be required and add 

any adoptive family information (physician recommendations and treatment plan 
details can be added once a specific child has been identified). 

The CCCWA’s Postings to the Shared Listing 

Currently, we receive advance notice of when the CCCWA will be posting new children to its 
shared listing. Once we have this information, our program staff notifies all waiting families 
who are eligible to be matched in order to give them time to alert their medical specialist(s) 
of the possibility of the need for a medical consultation within the 24 to 48 hours after the 
posting and to prepare themselves to be available to receive and review a child’s 
documentation. Due to the time difference between the United States and China, matching 
efforts take place in the evening and families are notified of a match as early as possible the 
next morning. This is an extremely time-sensitive period, and if we are able to lock a child’s 
file for you, our program staff will work diligently to provide you with the documentation 
for review as quickly as possible.  
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Committing to a Child 

In order to commit to a child whose file we have successfully locked for yo ur family, the 
following documents must be submitted to Barker within 48 hours so that we can 
translate and submit them to the CCCWA within 72 hours. If we fail to submit this 
documentation within 72 hours, the child’s file will be released for other agenc ies to lock-in. 
All of the following documents are required and should be submitted to The Barker 
Adoption Foundation via email: 
1. Completed Letter of Intent (LOI).  
2. Completed Family Summary and Treatment Plan (FSTP). 
3. Family photo that includes all members of the household. 
4. Passport-type photo for each parent. 
5. Confirmation that you have contacted a physician who has verified that he/she will 

review your child's file during the 72 hour lock-in period. Normally, to commit to a 
waiting child, we require confirmation that you have consulted with an international 
medical specialist regarding the child’s needs. Due to the time constraints of the shared 
listing program, we understand that it may not be possible to consult an international 
medical specialist within the 72 hours you have to review the child's file. In the 
meantime, it would be appropriate for you to consult with a local specialist that can 
provide you with information concerning the child’s particular need, and consult with an 
international medical specialist after committing to the child. 

Waiting for Pre-Approval (PA) from the CCCWA 

Immediately after submitting the documentation required to commit to a child and while 
waiting for PA from the CCCWA, the family must take the following steps and provide the 
following documentation: 
1. Provide Barker with a notarized original home study approving your family for the 

adoption of a child with special needs (if it was not part of the approval from your 
original home study) 

2. Update your I-800A approval with the USCIS (this is necessary if your current approval 
does not specify special needs and if the most recent home study submitted to the USCIS 
did not approve you for a special needs adoption) 

3. Agreement to Switch to China Waiting Children Program (if you are moving from the 
regular program), submitted to Barker 

4. Signed original Letter of Intent, submitted to The Barker Adoption Foundation. 
5. Signed original Family Summary and Treatment Plan, submitted to The Barker Adoption 

Foundation. 
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Resources for Families Considering the Adoption of a Child with Special 
Needs 
Just as choosing to adopt internationally is a big decision, so is choosing to adopt a child who 
has special needs. Below are some points that we ask you to carefully weigh as you make 
your decision… 

Are you realistically examining your resources? 

Financial Resources: Can your family handle the costs that may be associated with the 
diagnosed condition and any potential undiagnosed conditions that may be identified la ter?  

Community Resources: Are educational and medical facilities available in your area for a 
child with this type of special need?  

Insurance: The Health Insurance Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-191, known as the Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill) bans group health insurance carriers from using pre-existing condition 
limitations to exclude newly adopted children from coverage. However, you need to contact 
your health insurance carrier to determine any exclusionary conditions that may affect an 
adopted child.  

Information Seeking 

Research: Use the Internet, your local library, or medical libraries to learn more about the 
variety of special needs you must consider as you complete the Special Needs Checklist.  
Being well educated regarding the needs you are open to will allow you to make the best 
decisions you can for your family and will equip you to thoughtfully review a child’s file 
once you are matched. You will not have time to begin the research process once you have 
been matched, and it will serve you well to begin this process early and to make it an 
ongoing part of the waiting period while we work to match you with a child. 

We especially recommend accessing the following resources as good starting points for 
learning more about specific special needs conditions, as well as for general information 
regarding pursuing the adoption of a child with special needs from China: 

 Love Without Boundaries – “Changing the Lives of Orphans in China” 

Website: http://www.adoptspecialneeds.org/  

Link to informational videos: http://www.youtube.com/user/lwbvideos/videos 

 Rainbow Kids – Adoption& Child Welfare Advocacy 

Website:  http://www.rainbowkids.com/  

http://www.adoptspecialneeds.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/lwbvideos/videos
http://www.rainbowkids.com/
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Medical Advice: We strongly encourage you to get in touch with an international adoption 
physician to discuss the needs you are open to consider when you work through the Special 
Needs Conditions Checklist, as well as the specific child's medical information once you are 
matched. We strongly recommend that you utilize a physician who is familiar with the 
children adopted through the China Waiting Children program. (Please refer to Barker’s 
medical resource list.) Your physician should also be able to refer you to a specialist who 
may be able to give you more specific information about particular conditions and who may 
be able to give you a good sense of a child's prognosis once you have their documentation 
for review. By researching conditions on your own first, you will have a better idea of what 
questions you should ask doctors. Doctors may be able to suggest additional information 
that, if provided by China, would be helpful in gaining a better picture of the child’s overall 
health. Please do not hesitate to pass these inquiries to us, but be aware that it may not be 
possible for all questions to be answered as we are limited to the level of information that 
China is willing and/or able to provide to us.  

Other Parents: Talk with other parents who have children with similar special needs. They 
will be able to provide you with wonderful insight into parenting a child with a special need 
and may also be able to recommend additional resources with which to consult. Barker will 
be happy to connect you with these parents. 

Your Social Worker: The social worker who completed your home study may have some 
valuable insight and information about further resources that could be helpful to you. You 
will also need to make sure that you can be approved in your home study for a child with 
such a special need, if you are not approved already. 

Fees 
The Barker Adoption Foundation is a private, non-profit licensed child-placing agency. Our 
international adoption programs are financed entirely through adoption fees and donations, 
without any private or public subsidy. The Barker Adoption Foundation does not use clients’ 
adoption fees to fund special services, such as cultural programs or Homeland Tours. To 
review The Barker Adoption Foundation’s International Adoption services and associated 
fees, please see the International Adoption Program information on our website. 
 
The fees for out-of-area families are listed under “networking programs.” 
 

 

 

  

http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/our-services/adoption-programs/international-adoption
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Program Staff 
The China Waiting Children Program is managed by the following Barker Adoption 
Foundation staff: 
 
Tina Ji, LLM 
Director, International Programs 
tji@barkerfoundation.org  
 
Betty Betz 
International Programs Case Manager 
bbetz@barkerfoundation.org  
 
For more information regarding The Barker Adoption Foundation’s China Waiting Children 
Program, please contact us. 

mailto:tji@barkerfoundation.org
mailto:bbetz@barkerfoundation.org
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Amy’s Story 
Having adopted her oldest daughter from China, Amy was eager to complete her family 
through the adoption of a second daughter through China’s regular program. Daunted by the 
increasing timeline for a referral, Amy made the decision to consider adopting a child with 
special needs and turned to The Barker Adoption Foundation’s China Waiting Children 
Program. Although the agency-specific listing program that Amy refers to is no longer 
supported by the CCAA, the shared listing program offers equally wonderful opportunities for 
children to be matched with their “forever families.” Here, Amy generously shares her own 
story of her decision to switch to the waiting children program and the truly joyful outcome of 
this decision. Her daughters, Dana and Emily, grace the cover of our program guide, and their 
smiles speak volumes. 
 
“I started the process to adopt a second daughter from China when my first daughter, Dana, 
was in kindergarten. The summer before she entered third grade, as a family -- Dana, my 
mother who lives with us, and I -- began to reassess whether it made sense to continue to 
wait for a [‘healthy’] referral from China, knowing the wait could be years longer . 
  
I was not ready to give up my dream of a second daughter, and Dana wanted nothing more 
than to become a big sister. I therefore began to explore China's special needs program 
while keeping my dossier in the regular China program. One of the first requirements was to 
identify the special needs/health conditions that I would be willing to accept. I found this 
difficult to do in the abstract. 
 
In October, I received Barker's most recent agency-specific listing of special needs children. 
One little girl, who was then 18 months old, immediately captured my heart. She was born 
with a cleft lip and palate; she had had surgery on her lip in China, but not yet on her palate. 
I immediately called Barker to say ‘I think I am interested.’ Barker sent me her file, and by 
that evening, in my heart, I had made the decision to proceed. I was so disappointed when 
the pediatrician we had used for years second-guessed my decision; this was not what I had 
expected. I spent the next week doing a lot of reading about cleft lips and palates and talking 
to specialists and a parent who recently adopted a baby with a cleft lip and palate. Nothing I 
learned caused me to second-guess my decision. I told Barker I was ready to proceed. 
  
Once I decided to proceed, the process went amazingly and unexpectedly fast. Since my 
dossier was already on file with the China Center for Adoption Affairs, I was able to 
supplement my dossier relatively quickly. About a month after the CCAA received my 
application, on Thanksgiving Day, I received Preliminary Approval (PA). It was a very 
special Thanksgiving since I was able to share with Dana the news that she was soon going 
to become a big sister. I did not realize how soon. In the past it has typically taken 3 to 4 
months from PA to final approval. Very unexpectedly, the following week I received a call 
from Barker with the news that the CCAA had granted final approval. We were in shock. 
Although I had been waiting for years for a second daughter, I had done nothing to prepare. 
All of a sudden there was so much to do. 
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My Mom, Dana, and I traveled to China in late January, and Emily joined our family in early 
February. I had prepared myself for a rough transition since Emily was older than Dana 
when I adopted her, and Emily had lived with the same foster family since she was two 
weeks old. The transition, however, could not have gone more smoothly. On the morning of 
Gotcha Day, someone from the orphanage picked up Emily from her foster family and 
brought her to the Civil Affairs Bureau to meet us. After meeting us, Emily cried herself to 
sleep, but by lunchtime she was ready to eat and play with Dana. When we got home from 
China, she was so excited to finally be home in our house; before we collapsed from the long 
trip, she explored each room with a smile on her face as if to say ‘I am finally home and 
happy to be here.’ 
  
When we came home, forming words was difficult for Emily because of her cleft palate, 
though she has done an amazing job of communicating with us, and has warmed all of our 
hearts. Dana gets so excited when Emily claps with excitement when she comes home from 
school; my Mom's heart melts when Emily tries to pucker up and kiss her over and over 
again; and when Emily puts her arms around me and pats me on the back, I feel so fortunate 
that I am Emily's mother and she is a part of our family. 
  
While I adopted Emily through the ‘special needs’ program, I have never considered her to 
be a ‘special needs’ child. While she has a medical condition that will likely require multiple 
surgeries, and she will need speech therapy, cleft lips and palates are completely treatable. 
Most of the time (except this week when Emily had surgery to close her palate), as a family, 
we do not focus on Emily having been born with a cleft lip and palate. Instead, we focus on 
all the new things that she is doing as she transitions from being a baby to a toddler.”  
 


