
U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES PROCEDURES 
For Hague Countries 

 
U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS) has special procedures to 
permit the child’s entry into the United States as an immigrant when adopted as an orphan from a 
country that is part of the Hague Convention.  If both the parents and the child meet the 
requirements of the Immigration and Naturalization Act and the Hague Convention on Protection 
of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Inter-Country Adoption, USCIS will issue an 
immigrant visa to the child permitting him to enter the United States and t olive permanently in 
this country.  In most instances, the child becomes a citizen automatically upon entry.  Any quota 
restrictions which may exist with respect to other immigrants from the child’s original country 
will not apply. 
 
USCIS will also allow adoptive parents to “pre-file” the visa application before a child is 
assigned to them or his or her identity is known.  The pre-filing is done by submitting the form I-
800A, along with other supporting documents.  Form I-800A, “Application for Determination of 
Suitability to Adopt a Child from a Convention Country” provides USCIS with sufficient 
information to determine if the parents have met the requirements of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Act and the Hague Convention.  At a later date, when the child is identified, the 
parents will file form I-800 giving the USCIS information and supporting documents pertaining 
to the child.  At that time, the USCIS will then decide if the child’s qualifications are such that he 
or she is eligible for the visa. 
 
In this document, we will provide you with information to help you complete and file the I-800A 
form with the USCIS. The processing of I-800A applications takes 45-90 days after the USCIS 
has received the I-800A form with supporting documents and after you have been fingerprinted 
via an USCIS local office. This is the one item that could potentially hold up the timely 
completion of your dossier. To avoid at delays, it is important to file your I-800A as soon as 
your home study completed.  
 
I. Acquiring Form I-800A 
 
The form I-800A, along with detailed instructions for filing the form, can be downloaded from 
the CIS website, www.uscis.gov.  Select Immigration Forms and download form I-800A and 
Instructions. 
 
II. Cover Letter 
 
You should submit for I-800A with a cover letter stating the country you will be adopting from 
and listing all the supporting documents and fees enclosed in the packet. 
 
III. Filing the I-800A 
 
Please read the instructions carefully before filling out form I-800A.  This fall, the National 
Benefits Center intends to publish additional “Filing Tips”, “FAQs”, and “How To” documents 

http://www.uscis.gov/�


in order to reduce confusion regarding the filing process.  Please check the USCIS websites for 
these items, and thoroughly read their instructions for completing the I-800A. 
 
You should submit the I-800A along with the required supporting documents listed by the 
USCIS.  For local families, The Barker Foundation will send you a signed and notarized copy of 
your home study to be included with the I-800A form as soon as your home study is completed. 
For out-of-area families, please work with your home study agency to secure a signed and 
notarized original copy of your home study as soon as it is completed.  
 
Complete Part 1-5 with information on the petition ((one of) the prospective adoptive 
parent(s) who is a citizen of the U.S.).  Type or print clearly in black ink and answer all 
questions. Use N/A if the question does not apply, or ‘none’ if the answer is none.  Refer to the I-
800A instructions downloaded from the website for details about answering specific questions. 
 
 

If you answer YES to 10a, b, c, or d you will need to include a court disposition, as well 
as a personal statement regarding the incident which is ‘sworn under penalty of perjury’. 
 
Part 3. #1 Mark the box which states ‘the home study is attached to this application’.  
Barker will provide you with a copy of your home study to send with the I-800A form. 
 
Part 3. #2 If you are adopting from one of Barker’s direct programs in Hague Countries 
(China, Colombia or India) select “b.” If Barker is only providing you with home study 
services, select “a.”  Please list the following information for this section: 
 
Name of Adoption Service Provider: The Barker Foundation 
Point of Contact: Tina Ji, Director of International Programs 
Street Number and Name: 2957 Monticello Drive 
 City: Falls Church State: VA Zip: 22042  Country: USA 
Phone: 301-664-9664 
Fax: 703-462-8361 
E-mail: tji@barkerfoundation.org 
 
Part 3. #3 If you will be completing an adoption in the child’s country of origin (China, 
Colombia, India, etc.) put down “N/A”. 
 
If you will not be completing an adoption in the child’s country of origin (guardianship), 
put down the following language for VA, MD, DC: 
MD: Maryland does not have preadoption requirements 
DC: Washington DC does not have preadoption requirements 
VA: pending information 
 
If you live in another state and will not be completing an adoption in the child’s country 
of origin, please contact your home study agency for this information for your state.  Let 
us know if you home study agency can’t help you with this. 
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Part 3. #4 Select the box “a. Complete the proposed adoption in the Convention country” 
if you are adopting from China, Colombia or India. 
Select box “b. Obtain legal custody…” if you are adopting from _________. 
Please check with your placement agency on which option to select if you are adoption 
from another Hague country through another placement agency. 
 
Part 3. #5 If your home study approves you for the adoption for more than one child, 
please report the number of children here.  
 

Complete Supplement 1 if there are any additional adult members of the household (age 18 and 
older). Besides the petitioner and spouse. 
 

*If you answer YES to 2a, b, c, or d the adult listed will need to include a court 
disposition, as well as a personal statement regarding the incident which is “sworn under 
penalty of perjury.” 

 
Please complete Supplement 2 to give consent for USCIS to disclose information about your 
case to The Barker Foundation.  Without this consent, we would not be able to obtain any 
information on your behalf.  Please enter the following information on Supplement 2: 
 

Name of Adoption Service Provider: The Barker Foundation 
Point of Contact: Tina Ji, Director of International Programs 
Street Number and Name: 2957 Monticello Drive 
 City: Falls Church State: VA Zip: 22042  Country: USA 
Phone: 301-664-9664 
Fax: 703-462-8361 
E-mail: tji@barkerfoundation.org 

 
You will not need to complete Supplement 3 if you are filing the I-800A for the first time. 
 
 
IV. Other Requirements 
 
Form I-800A must be accompanied by the following items: (please refer to the instructions for 
additional evidence which can be used in place of some of the following evidence) 
 
1. Copy of Birth Certificate for each applicant 
 
2. Copy of Marriage Certificate 
 - Copy of Divorce Decree for all prior marriages, if applicable. 
 
3. Proof of completion of Preadoption Requirements, if any: doesn’t apply to families living 
in VA, MD, or DC.  If you live in another state, please check with your home study agency.  
Please let us know if you are unable to obtain information from your home study agency. 
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4. Home Study 
- Barker will provide you with the home study to include with your application.  If your home 
study was prepared by another agency, it needs to be approved by Barker before it could be 
submitted to the USCIS. 
 
5. Checks in the amounts of $720.00 for application and $85 per adult in household. 
- You may submit one check or money order for both the application and the fingerprint fees.  
Make the check payable to US Department of Homeland Security. 
 
 
V. Sending the I-800A 
 
Effective October 6, 2009, Form I-800A must be filed by mail directly to the USCIS Lewisville, 
TX Lockbox facility: 
 
 Regular Mail:   Express Mail & Courier Service deliveries: 
 USCIS    USCIS 
 P.O. Box 660087   ATTN: HAGUE 
 Dallas, TX 75266   2501 S. State Hwy. 121 Business, Suite 400 
      Lewisville, TX 75067 
 
The form, the $720 fee plus $85 per person to be fingerprinted (payable by check or money 
order to the “U.S. Department of Homeland Security”), and the other supporting documents, 
should be placed in an envelope with the words “Orphan Petition for a Hague Country” written 
on the outside to ensure that is reached the proper destination. 
 
Please let us know if you need assistance. 
 
VI. Fingerprinting 
 
After you have filed the I-800A, along with the supporting documents and appropriate fees, the 
USCIS Lockbox facility will forward your paperwork to the National Benefits Center (NBC) for 
processing. NBC will send you an acknowledgment letter, confirming the receipt of your 
application, along with a case number.  Please keep this document for your record and send us a 
copy for your file. 
 
NBC will schedule fingerprinting for FBI clearances as the next step and will send you an 
appointment letter, giving you a time and location to appear and be fingerprinted.  Please make 
every effort to keep your appointment.  Failing to do so could cause significant delays for you. 
 
VII. Next… 
 
When your fingerprints have cleared, NBC will send you the I-800A approval form, which is the 
notification of approval of your petition.  Please let us know immediately when you have 



received the approval form, and send a photocopy to the office for our files.  A statement from 
you, indicating that the photocopy of the approval is the true and correct copy of the original 
document you have received from the CIS, is also needed for your country dossier.  You should 
retain your original approval from and take it with you when you pick up your child. 
 
Currently the approval is valid for 15 months from the date of completion and approval.  
Fingerprints are also valid for 15 months and the date of expiration is noted on your approval.  
You may file for free extension on your I-800A approval and your fingerprints one time using I-
800A Supplement 3 prior to the expiration date of your current approval if needed.  The 
extension will also be valid for 15 months.  If you need to file for a second extension, you will 
use the same form, Supplement 3, but you will pay a fee of $360 plus $85 per adult for 
fingerprinting. 
 
Supplement 3 can also be used for a change of circumstances and the $360 fee also applies.  You 
are allowed to switch countries once for free. 
 
When you accept your referral you will file the second part of the form, which is I-800 with 
NBC directly.  We will provide you with the information on the procedures for the process 
associated with form I-800 at a later point. 
 
VIII. Questions 
 
You can check on the status of you case by calling the National Benefits Center at 877-424-
8374.  Please feel free to call us at Barker with any questions to have as well. 


