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REFERRAL AND TRAVEL TO COLOMBIA 
 
Congratulations on completing your dossier which has been successfully submitted to FANA, 

and approved by the Adoption Committee.  Now comes the waiting time for the referral.  We 

are now providing information of the steps which will take place in the upcoming months 

leading to a referral and placement and information on your upcoming trip to Colombia. We 

hope this is helpful to you.   

  

When your daughter or son is referred to you, you will be invited to come to Barker and 

review the information of the child.  We encourage families to consult with a pediatrician 

knowledgeable of international adoption.  Barker can provide you with a list of Pediatricians 

and clinics if you would like to consult one of them.  The referral documents that we receive 

from FANA/ICBF include a social summary, birth certificate, relinquishment of birth mother, 

a photograph and all available health information. After you consult with your doctor, and 

have decided to pursue the adoption [or not], you will be asked to confirm to Barker in 

writing your acceptance of your daughter/son.   Barker will forward this document to 

FANA/ICBF. 

 

You will come in to the office to complete some final paperwork, and you will need to go 

to the Colombian Consulate in Washington D.C. in order to obtain travel adoption visas. 

 

1. Airline Tickets 

Once Barker receives confirmation that the US Embassy in Bogotá has 

issued Article 5, you are can purchase airline tickets.  This occurs after 

you file the I800 with CIS and the approval is sent to the US Embassy in 

Bogotá and issues Art. 5.  When your referral does arrive, it will say that 

you can make your travel plans and be at FANA after they have received 

confirmation from the US Embassy in Bogotá of the arrival of your I800.  

You will need to book –not purchase- either open-ended tickets, or tickets 

that can be changed with little or no penalty, as you will not know your 

departure date until your sentencia.  You should be prepared for 

approximately six week stay in Colombia, depending on the assigned 

Family Court.   

 

Airlines currently flying to Bogotá include American from Miami, 

Continental from Houston and Newark, Delta from Atlanta and Avianca 

from Dulles and Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and Kennedy. Delta announced a 

future flight from Washington, DC. You should inquire about any 

adoption discounts the airline might be offering when you book your 

tickets.  Your child will need a ticket for the flight home, although it may 

be at a discounted rate.   If you have “bulkhead” seating on the way home, 

you can also request a bassinet. Please remember that the return ticket for 

the baby or child, must be under the New Name mentioned in her/his 

Colombian passport, which will be her/his original First and Middle name 

and your Last name.  
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2. Adoption Visas 

You will need to obtain an “adoption visa” in order to enter Colombia.  

These are required only for the adopting parents, so if any family or 

friends are planning to travel with you, they will NOT need a visa.  If you 

are traveling with children, they do not need the adoption visa. 

 

In order to obtain your adoption visa, you will be required to go to the 

Colombian Consulate in Washington, D.C or Consulate in your area.  You 

will need your referral information, your apostilled Certification 

(Certification provided by the Barker Foundation), referral information, 

copies of your FBI fingerprint cards, three passport photos for each of you, 

copies of your passport (as well as the original), and either airline tickets 

or an itinerary for those traveling on “e-tickets”.  Information is attached. 

 

3. Length of Stay 

You should plan to be away for approximately six weeks.  Your adoption 

will probably be completed in less time, but there is no way of predicting 

that prior to travel.  After your Bienestar interview (which typically 

happens after the first 7-10 days of your stay), your case will be put into a 

lottery for a court assignment and you will then be waiting for your 

sentencia.  Some families have had sentencia a two or three weeks after 

their Bienestar interview (although that is unusually fast!) and others have 

waited over six weeks.  Only one parent needs to stay the entire time, and 

it doesn’t necessarily need to be the same parent for that entire time.  

BOTH parents need to be present at the beginning of the trip for the 

presentation and the Bienestar interview.  Recent cases have been going 

through the court in La Mesa, which has been a quicker process.  Families 

do need to stay in La Mesa the week after their Bienestar interview for 

approximately a week.  

 

4. Luggage 

In case of lost or delayed arrival of luggage, you should “cross pack” 

suitcases, which means spreading each traveler’s clothes through all 

suitcases.  You should check with your airline for the number of bags 

you’ll be allowed, and the maximum allowed weight for each.   

 

5. Travel Plans 

You may use a travel agency, contact the airlines directly or use a website, 

as far as arranging your flights.  When you have a firm itinerary, please 

forward a copy to Barker so we know exactly when you are leaving and so 

we can inform FANA of your arrival date so they can prepare for your 

presentation. 

 

Besides your airline reservations, you need to arrange for a place to stay in 

Bogotá.  Families generally stay at one of the residencias listed on the 
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phone list.  These are similar to bed & breakfasts here in the U.S., 

although they have an option of three daily meals.  They provide a private 

room for you, with shared common areas.  There is staff to prepare your 

meals, as well as to help with the baby.  You have laundry facilities 

available to you (sometimes included in the daily fee, sometimes extra – it 

depends on the particular residencia).  Most of the residencias have 

computers with Internet access, to keep in touch with all those friends and 

family back home.   

 

You need to contact our representative in Bogotá, María Teresa de Pérez, 

prior to going to Bogotá.  María Teresa is the one who will arrange for a 

driver to meet you at the airport and take you to the residencia, to your 

Bienestar interview, the Notary to do the power of attorney, the sentencia, 

the passport office, the doctor, obtain the birth certificate and take you to 

the Embassy.  She can also arrange for sightseeing or side trips to 

Cartagena or other locations.  María Teresa is the official representative of 

the Barker Adoption Foundation before ICBF in Colombia.  You can 

simply email her to let her know you’re coming, and give her your flight 

information and the name of the residencia you’ll be using. She can make 

the reservation for you.   There are times when she will arrange for a 

private taxi driver to take you  to a certain place (i.e.: Bienestar) and meet 

her there, or she may ask Annette Acevedo, another guide, to help if for 

any reason she is not available. 

 

6. Vaccinations 

There are no specific vaccinations required.  If you have not had tetanus 

shot in the last 5-10 years it is a good idea to update that.  The Barker 

Adoption Foundation recommends that you confer with your own doctor 

and/or an international travel clinic as to whether any specific shots would 

be recommended based on your own health history or locations you will 

be visiting while in Bogotá.  You may also wish to contact the Centers for 

Disease Control in Atlanta at 404-639-2572. 
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YOUR TRIP BEGINS 

7. Customs 

You will be given a customs form to complete on the flight into Bogotá.  

When you first arrive at the airport, they will check your passport and your 

customs form, and then send you through to luggage pick-up.  There is an 

airport tax waiver form that you MAY be able to obtain upon arrival, if 

not, don’t worry, you can get it when leaving the country. Anyone 

traveling with an adoption visa is not eligible for this waiver.  If you have 

friends or family traveling with you, however, they should look for the 

desk marked “Airport Tax” and ask for a waiver form.  They will need to 

retain that form until their departure from Colombia.  If the booth is 

closed, you can get your form upon departure  

 

After collecting your luggage at the airport, you will then exit the 

baggage area.  Passengers are randomly selected for a full inspection of 

luggage, so do not be surprised if an airport official asks you to step aside 

and open your luggage for inspection.   

 

When you have completed the customs process you will end up in a 

waiting area inside the airport.  You should step outside until you see 

someone holding a card with your name on it. There are many aggressive 

taxi drivers offering rides that will simply try taking your luggage from 

you.  Just say no thank you! 

 

If you miss a connection in Miami, Houston, etc., or the flight is delayed 

or cancelled it is important to pass that information on to María Teresa, so 

she can re-arrange your airport pick up and let the residence know of your 

delay.  Her number is listed on the “Important Phone Numbers”, or you 

can notify Barker and we can contact her immediately about your delay. 

 

8. Your Coordinator/Guide in Bogotá 

María Teresa de Pérez is the official representative for Barker.  María 

Teresa will take you the Notary to do the Power of Attorney and the 

Bienestar interview where she will translate for you.  When the Sentencia 

is ready, she will take you to Court, and help you complete the last steps:  

Birth certificate, passport, doctor and Embassy.  Before leaving the 

Residencia each time, she will let you know what document/money you 

will need to bring with you.  And if you should take your child with you or 

may be able to leave him/ser in good hands at the Residencia.   

There is another guide in Bogotá, Annette, who works cooperatively with 

Maria Teresa, so it is possible that you would see Annette for some steps 

if Maria Teresa were busy with another family. 
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9. Credit Cards and Traveler’s Checks 

You will be able to use both credit cards and traveler’s checks while in 

Colombia, and in fact, may be given a better exchange rate than if using 

US dollars.  You will have an updated list provided to you from Barker, 

indicating what fees need to be paid in US dollars, and what needs to be 

paid in pesos.  There are ATM’s throughout Bogotá (mainly on the 

CIRRUS system), and you can use those in order to obtain pesos as well, 

and again, may have a better exchange rate. The exchange rate can 

fluctuate widely depending on the economy.   (www.xe.com)  

 

If you are bringing credit cards with you, it is a good idea to call your 

credit card company prior to travel in order to let them know you will be 

out of the country and will be using your credit card.  They will ask the 

dates you’ll be away, and specifically what countries you will be visiting 

as a way of helping to track any unauthorized purchases that may come 

up.  It is also a good idea to write down your credit card numbers and have 

those saved someplace separate from the actual card – just in case 

something is lost or stolen. 

 

ATTITUDE 

Remember that you are in a new culture where even the most minor parts of 

life may be very different from what you are accustomed to.   Do not try to 

second guess anyone – they take their roles very seriously, and are doing all 

they can to make your adoption process a smooth one. 

 

Please remember that in many ways you are ambassadors of good will for 

international adoption, as well as for the Barker Adoption Foundation.  It is 

important that the staff of FANA, local officials and others have a positive 

impression of you, of American adoptive parents, of American adoption 

agencies and of international adoption.  Be honest and heartfelt about your 

gratitude to them for approving the adoption.  We know you will do your best 

to cooperate and leave a favorable impression.   

 

While the American media may focus on some negatives of Colombia, you 

are traveling to a marvelous country – full of beauty and a rich culture and 

heritage.  Enjoy your time there, while using the same caution you would 

when traveling in any big city.  Take advantage of the time you are in Bogotá 

to really learn something about your child’s birth country.  There are many 

interesting museums right in Bogotá and keeping busy will help to pass the 

time.  It may be hard to believe now, but many families have been 

disappointed to have their sentencia signed, as they felt they didn’t have 

enough time to enjoy Bogotá and Colombia. 

 

If you are adopting an infant, you will find that Colombians love babies, and 

this is evident simply in the number of children’s stores in Bogotá.  

Colombians seem to have a positive opinion of Americans adopting from 

http://www.xe.com/
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Colombia, and wherever you go you are bound to have passersby stopping to 

get a glimpse of the baby, and tell you “muy lindo” (very beautiful).  That 

said, Colombians tend not to take babies out much – they are left at home with 

a nurse until they are older.  You will be encouraged to do the same if you’re 

simply going out to sightsee.  If you do take the baby out, you will save 

yourself some chiding from Colombians if you don’t dress the baby warmly, 

wrap him/her in a blanket, and protect him/her from the sun. 

 

 

THE ADOPTION PROCESS 

The entire process in Colombia will take approximately six weeks (but again, 

you need to plan for a longer period).  You may grow frustrated at times, 

feeling that there is no end in sight to your stay, but remember that there is a 

process in place and unfortunately, it is one that you and Barker have no 

control over.  The good news is that your son or daughter will be with you 

from almost the beginning of your stay – so try to look at the positive aspects 

of the trip.  When else will the two of you have time to spend just getting to 

know your new child with no work, no family, no neighbors, and no 

housework to interfere?  The paperwork will be done before you know it, and 

then you’ll realize how sad you are to be leaving the friends you’ve made in 

Bogotá. 

 

Below is a general guideline for the adoption process: 

1. Family’s application is submitted to FANA/ICBF 

2. Application reviewed and accepted by FANA/ICBF; Barker notified of 

family’s acceptance 

3. FANA/ICBF notifies Barker or our Representative of referral for 

family; Barker presents the  information to family 

4. Family accepts child, writes letter of acceptance to FANA/ICBF and 

submits I800 to NBC.   

5. Barker sends Acceptance documents to FANA. 

6. After receiving provisional approval from USCIS, family files DS260 

online and obtains adoption visas from Colombian Consulate 

(information attached) 

7. Family awaits for Embassy approval by issuing Article 5 letter and 

okay from FANA before traveling to Colombia 

8. Travel to Bogotá  

9. Presentation of child to family usually takes place the next business 

day.  Your child is with you from that point on. 

10. Family interviewed by social worker from Bienestar (ICBF) after 

approximately 7-10 days after you received the child. Note – you can 

also ask questions during this interview, but usually they don’t give 

you much more information than you already have.  Your time in 

Colombia will possibly be your only opportunity to “collect 

information” to give to your child later on. 
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11. Family’s attorney submits paperwork to the family court – specific 

court assigned by lottery. 

12. Sentencia: one or both parents go to the office of the Family Court to 

sign this document 

13. Go to City Registrar’s office for new birth certificate  

14. Pay lawyer in Pesos after you receive the Sentencia and birth 

certificates 

15. Barker representative and family applies for Colombian passport for 

child 

16. Medical exam for child (Dr. Juan Fajardo is the Embassy approved 

physician) 

17. US Embassy exit interview, visa photographs  

18. IH3 US Visa granted allowing child to enter US 

19. Return to US 

20. Post-placement supervision for the next 21 months following 

placement – reports done by Barker (or local agency) and forwarded 

back to FANA/ ICBF.  Barker and Colombia’s Post-placement 

requirements are at months 1 – 3 - 6 – 9 – 15 - 21 months after 

returning to the US.  

21. Readoption in state of residence (DC or Virginia or state of residence) 

– optional, but suggested (In Maryland apply for Certificate of Foreign 

Birth) 

22. NOTE: Your child is considered a US citizen as soon as he/she enters 

the country because Colombia grants a final decree of adoption. At 

point of entry into the US, the child’s passport will be stamped with an 

IH3 visa. You will receive from USCIS Certificate of Citizenship 

Naturalization approximately 60 after arrival to the US.  You can 

apply for a US Passport as soon as you arrive home.   

 

 

MEETING YOUR CHILD 

You will meet your child at FANA.  When you first arrive at FANA, you will 

have the opportunity to meet with the head nurse at FANA who will review 

the child’s medical and schedule with you.  Feel free to ask any questions you 

may have, but remember that the staff of FANA will continue to be available 

to you throughout your stay in Bogotá so if questions come up later you can 

still ask them. 

 

After meeting with the nurse, the moment is finally at hand.  You will be 

presented your son or daughter by someone affiliated with FANA.  When you 

travel to Colombia, you will bring a presentation outfit with you, and your 

child will be changed into this special outfit just prior to meeting you for the 

first time.  This is obviously a highly emotional time, and it can be 

uncomfortable to be at the center of so much attention.  Remember, once the 

presentation is over, you will be going back to the Residencia, and you can 

have some quiet time with the child.   
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 Formula can be purchased at any of the local grocery stores. Or someone 

from the Residencia can have it delivered. In Colombia delivery is very 

common and inexpensive. 

 

You will go back to FANA a few days after the presentation for a tour of the 

facilities.  Feel free to take video or still photos of FANA – your child will 

one day enjoy having the chance to see where they were so lovingly cared for 

prior to joining your family.  You will also meet with the social worker, Flor 

Angela Rojas, to obtain a social history on your child, including information 

and perhaps see a photograph of the birth mother.  This will certainly provide 

you with some invaluable information for the day that your child starts asking 

questions about his/her birth mother. 

 

 

THINGS TO TAKE WITH YOU 

10. For You 

The first thing to keep in mind is that if you should forget to pack something, 

it will most likely be available in Bogotá.  That said, it is important to pack 

anything that you MUST have while there – if there’s a specific brand of 

contact cleaner you use, only one kind of pain reliever you like, prescription 

medicines – pack them, and make sure to pack 6 weeks worth.   Bogotá is 

becoming quite casual, and you may see people in jeans as much as you do 

here.  For the adoption related activities (presentation, Bienestar interview) 

you will be expected to “dress up” – a suit or jacket and tie for men, a suit or 

nice dress for women.  This can be one outfit you bring out for each occasion; 

you do not need to pack two nice outfits. At other times you may feel more 

comfortable wearing things that don’t set you apart as an American quite as 

quickly, so you may prefer khakis to jeans when you are out in public.  Wear 

comfortable clothes and shoes as the court building has very small elevators 

and you will probably be climbing a lot of stairs.  The weather in Bogotá is 

fairly constant with daytime temperatures usually between 65 and 75, and 

nights falling to the 50’s and 60’s.  Because Bogotá is at such a high 

elevation, though, it can feel much warmer than it is – especially when the sun 

is out.  You should always remember to use sunscreen, even if it doesn’t feel 

that warm out.  The elevation, and thinner air, can lead to a much quicker burn 

time.  You will want to pack a light jacket or sweater for use in the evening.  

Bogotá is chillier than one may believe due to rain and humidity.  Bogotá 

unfortunately has a good deal of air pollution, at least compared to US 

standards, so it is advisable to bring sinus medication if you are prone to sinus 

problems.   

 

If you plan on making a side trip to Cartagena, or one of the other more 

“tropical” destinations, be sure to pack shorts and a swimsuit.  It can be very 

warm in beach areas as you are in close proximity to the equator.   
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You will be in Colombia (or at least one of you will be) for several weeks so 

you probably want to bring some things to keep you busy.  Remember that the 

new child will be staying with you from the beginning, so that alone will keep 

you occupied for much of the time.  But you may want to bring some books, 

any craft projects that you enjoy, or paper for letter writing.  You will be able 

to do a lot of sightseeing and many families have also taken advantage of the 

wonderful shopping that is available.   

 

Your meals will be either at the residencia, or at local restaurants.  The food is 

delicious, so don’t worry about taking up valuable packing space with snack 

items from home. 

 

If one of you were to become ill while in Bogotá, Maria Teresa, or the person 

in charge of your residencia, would be able to help you find medical care.  If 

you are prone to something in particular, like sinus infections, you may want 

to talk to your doctor about taking antibiotics with you – just in case the need 

for them came up.   

 

11. For Your Child 

You will need to supply everything your child will need while in Bogotá – 

formula, diapers, clothes, toiletries.  You can buy any of those items in 

Colombia, although it is certainly a good idea to have at least a few days’ 

supplies when you arrive.  It is a good idea to maintain the same diet your 

child has been on.  For babies, formula changes can have a tendency to cause 

gastrointestinal problems and that is not something you want to be dealing 

with during the trip. You will need to have a supply of bottles. With regard to 

cloths keep in mind the changing temperatures, and make sure you have 

clothes that can be layered depending on time of day or current conditions.    

 

If you are adopting a baby, make sure you bring a number of little 

developmental toys or rattles to keep the baby entertained, especially for that 

long flight home.  You’ll most likely want a stroller and some kind of baby 

carrier (such as a Snugli or Baby Bjorn).  There are laundry facilities available 

at the residencies, so you don’t need to bring enough clean clothes for the 

entire stay for either you or the baby.  Remember, though, that babies can go 

through 3 or 4 outfits in a day! 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH THOSE “BACK HOME” 

Many families find that the easiest way of communicating with friends and 

family members is via the computer.  Certainly email is readily available, at 

residencias, hotels, or Internet cafes.  Some families have created their own 

websites to document the trip. You can post a daily journal, as well as photos 

of your trip, and friends and family can post back to you in a “guest book”.  

This would make a priceless keepsake of the trip, and would be a great thing 

for your son or daughter to be able to read one day in order to really get a 
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sense of the emotions of the time, and the good wishes of all their family and 

friends.   

 

You can also call on the telephone, but if you are staying at a residencia, you 

will typically need to use a calling card to do so.  Family can also call you.  

You may want to look into whether or not your cell phone provider offers any 

kind of overseas calling program to reduce your costs. 

 

 

“MUST SEES” 

There are so many wonderful things to see in Bogotá.  See and do as much as 

you can and take pictures of everything.  These memories will be wonderful 

treasures to share with your child until the time that you are able to return to 

Bogotá with him/her.   

 

Museo de Oro (The Gold Museum): This museum has an amazing collection 

of pre-Colombian gold pieces and is well worth a morning of your time.  Take 

the audio-tour in order to learn more about what you’re seeing.  

Monserrate: Take the cable car up to the top of the hill for a spectacular view 

of Bogotá.  Best to do on a clear day. 

The Candelaria district: This historic section of Bogotá is full of history and 

scenic streets and buildings.  You may also do a bike tour of the Old City. 

Maku: This is a definite MUST for shopping aficionados!  Maku is a three-

story shop with Colombian crafts, perfect for one-stop souvenir shopping. 

Salt Cathedral: This is an actual cathedral built within a salt mine.  It is also 

located outside of Bogotá, so make sure you check with Maria Teresa as far as 

the safety of driving out there.  

La Fontana’s Sunday Bazaar: This is a hotel in the northern section of Bogotá, 

and on Sundays they host dozens of local artisans showing and selling their 

wares.  Another good souvenir opportunity. 

Carbón de Palo: A fun restaurant to go to with a group.  The food is plentiful 

and delicious, and the singing wait staff provides entertainment during the 

evening. 

Botero Museum: This museum houses an expansive collection of the works of 

Simon Botero 

Unicentro, Santa Barbara, Andino: Three large malls in Bogotá, offering a 

wide selection of stores. 

Usuquén: A Sunday craft fair in the square at Usuquén, next to Hacienda 

Santa Barbara (one of the shopping malls). 

Many major streets are closed to automobile traffic on Sundays in order to 

make way for bicyclists and pedestrians.  

 

There are many other great places to visit or shop; talk to other families 

who’ve recently been to Bogotá, and of course, talk to your guide, about what 

they’d recommend.  That is probably the best way to get information about 

Bogotá – there are very few good travel guides for Colombia.  The 
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recommended guides include Lonely Planet: Colombia; Footprint Colombia 

Handbook; and Colombia (Ulysses Travel Guides).  

 

MONEY 

At the time that you are ready to travel, you should have paid your entire 

Barker Adoption Foundation fee in full.  If you have any questions about 

whether your fees have all been paid, please check with your social worker.  

Enclosed is a list of fees and estimated expenses for your trip, which outlines 

what you will be paying while in Bogotá.  This list also notes what fees can be 

paid in US dollars, and what needs to be paid in pesos.  Please keep in mind 

these are estimated expenses – fees can change with very little notice and we 

are providing the most up-to-date information we have.  Expenses will also 

obviously vary depending on the amount of time you are in Bogotá.   

 

CONCLUSION 

The Barker Adoption Foundation has been working with Colombia since 

1978, and in that time many families have enjoyed traveling to Colombia and 

bringing their child home.  While traveling, waiting and anticipating a new 

addition to the family is stressful, it can also be one of the most memorable 

experiences of your life.  Take the time to enjoy the trip.  Remember once 

you’ve returned home, the other distractions of daily life will be ready to 

compete for your time – so enjoy this time with your new child!  Take 

advantage of all that Colombia and Bogotá offer, in terms of culture, history, 

food, shopping – EVERYTHING!  Your child will have questions one day 

about their birth country, and you will be able to answer many of these, just 

based on the time you spend there.  Understand that at times you will not have 

as much information as you’d like with regard to the processing of your case.  

Be patient and flexible and trust that everyone is working to make this move 

as quickly as possible. 

 

And remember, the staff at the Barker Adoption Foundation is always 

available to answer questions or provide support. 

 

The International Team 

 
Rev6/15 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES 
 

Barker Adoption Foundation  301-664-9664 

 

FANA     011-571-680-6000 

Carrera 96 No. 156 B-18  011-571-680-5611 

Suba, Salitre, Bogotá, D.C. 

 

Some of the Staff at FANA: 

  

Elena Martínez, Director 

Flor Angela Rojas – Social Worker; may present child’s social history 

María Teresa de Maldonado – Contact for any questions regarding paperwork or court 

proceedings 

Elizabeth Escobar – Head Nurse; will provide all medical information regarding the 

baby while in Bogotá. 

 

María Teresa de Pérez   011-571-216-0027 

Barker’s Representative  57-310-272-9202 cell phone (for use in Colombia) 

    maria13040@hotmail.com  

 

RESIDENCIAS & HOTELS  

 

Hotel Plenitud, Calle 127 No 15-36, Bogota 

Apartments with kitchen. FANA is able to get reduced monthly rate as long as 

reservations are made by FANA. Located close to Unicentro Mall. 

 

La Fontana (hotel with apartments) 011-571-274-7868 (for reservations) 

     011-571-615-4400 (general number) 

This is a beautiful hotel, with a playground on the premises, as well as a full service 

restaurant.  Unicentro Mall is just across the street.  

 

US Embassy 

Embassy phone   011-571-315-0811 

Consular Section phone   011-571-315-1566    fax: 011-571-315-2127 

Marcela Charry de Rengifo (8 a.m. to 10 a.m. only) 

mailto:maria13040@hotmail.com
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FEES TO BE PAID IN BOGOTA – fees will be updated at time of travel since the 

exchange in Colombia fluctuates.  Fees in Colombia are paid in Colombian Pesos (COP) 

 

Fee for guide  $1,400.000 COP This fee is to be paid in 

Colombian pesos and includes trip to FANA to 

meet the child; notary to do the power of attorney, 

Bienestar interview; going to court for Sentencia, 

changing birth certificate; getting passport; doctor 

visit; US Embassy visit.  It does not include trips to 

FANA for the tour, social history or vaccinations, 

although if she is available, she will do these things 

for no extra charge.   

Ground transportation If case in La Mesa court, to and from La Mesa 

$350.000 pesos each way 

Airport transportation $60.000 pesos each trip paid to Guide who arranges 

the pick-up and drop off 

Attorney fee $2,500.000 pesos  

Sentencia $180.000 pesos 

Birth certificate $80.000 pesos 

Child’s Colombian passport $136.000 pesos 

Photographs for visa & passport $45.000 pesos 

Medical exam for child $165.000 pesos for each child, for children over 12 

add $45.000 pesos for TB testing 

U.S. Embassy fee for child’s visa USD$325.00 – please bring exact amount ($50 bills 

or lower) to repay FANA for submission to 

Embassy 

Additional translations if necessary $380.000 pesos (Note if you didn’t pay for the 

translation of your referral information in the US, FANA will give you a bill to pay the 

translator while there. This may be around $500 USD. 

Living expenses, including cost of residencia   Cost varies depending on location and 

services utilized. 

 

 

 

----------------------- 

xe.com – currency converter 
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SAMPLE DOCUMENTS TO BE ISSUED AT TIME OF REFERRAL ACCEPTANCE 
 
Dear Prospective Parent (s): 
 
Following is a list of items that need to be gathered at the time of referral. 
 

 Acceptance Letter.  Please write an acceptance letter addressed to Elena 
Martinez.  It should be short, warm and personal. Sign and email it to Barker as 
soon as possible.  We will send it to FANA. 

 
 A Statement of Financial Responsibility and Placement Agreement and 

Acknowledgment and Agreement They need to be signed by both of you.  We 
will then notarize and keep this document for our files. 

 
 A Home Study Certification will be given to you.  It needs to be apostilled.  

Please give Barker a copy.  Be sure to give the apostilled home study certification 
to María Teresa Maldonado at FANA.  A copy must also be submitted to the 
Colombian Consulate when applying for the Adoption Visa. 

 
 Medical Letter Updates (only necessary if your medical letters are coming up on 

the six-month expiration date.)  Like the original medical letters, the updates 
must be notarized. Please give Barker a copy.  Be sure to give the notarized 
document to María Teresa de Maldonado. 
 

 FBI cards:  Forms and instructions to re-do fingerprints (only necessary if 
clearances are older than a year old when traveling) 
 

 Filing the I-800.  Complete directions for filing the I-800. 
o I800 form USCIS instructions from website www.uscis.gov 
o I864W 
o Barker’s Report and Training Certification 
o Child’s referral information in English AND Spanish 
o Copy of I800A approval 

 
 Adoption Visa: You must apply in person at the Consulate of Colombia.   

 
If you have any questions about any of the above, please contact Betty Betz at 
Barker at  
301-664-9664 or e-mail bbetz@barkerfoundation.org  Congratulations on your 
referral! 

 
    

 

http://www.uscis.gov/
mailto:bbetz@barkerfoundation.org
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AGREEMENT – COLOMBIA ADOPTION 
 
We, __________________, the undersigned, hereby acknowledge the receipt of 
pictures and medical information on our child, _________, born on ____________ in 
Colombia. We understand that we have been provided all the medical information that 
was provided to The Barker Adoption Foundation (Barker) by the Colombian authorities, 
Fundación para la Asistencia de la Niñez Abandonada (FANA) and/or Instituto de 
Bienestar Familiar (ICBF) authorities. Barker has very clearly stated that they do not 
guarantee the accuracy of any medical information provided by the Colombian 
authorities.  
 
We understand, and fully acknowledge that we are not certain of the 
medical/social/developmental/emotional condition of ____________. By signature 
below, we agree to complete the adoption of _____________ through Barker by 
traveling to Colombia when permitted by the Colombian authorities.  
 
We agree that we will not hold Barker legally liable and that we will not pursue any legal 
action against Barker in the event there is a medical/social/developmental/emotional 
condition present which is not indicated on the medical information provided to us, 
whether detected, observed, and/or diagnosed in Colombia or after we return to the 
United States after adopting in Colombia.    
 
We affirm that we have had the opportunity to ask any questions or request additional 
information. We understand that if we requested additional information, that if the 
additional requested information is in fact provided, all information that Barker receives 
will be forwarded to us.   
 
We further agree that upon our decision to accept the referral of ______________ to 
deliver to Barker the last part of Barker agency fee along with this Acknowledgment and 
Agreement and the Letter of Acceptance addressed to the appropriate Colombian 
Institution. 
 
We understand that Barker requires three post-placement reports over a course of six 
months (one month, three months and six months) after we return from Colombia and 
the cost for these three reports is included in the Barker Fee for Phase IV. According to 
Colombia’s requirement three (3) additional post-placement reports are required at 
nine, fifteen and twenty-one months with an additional cost mentioned in Fee 
Agreement.  The post-placement reports are to be performed by a Barker social worker, 
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usually the one who completed our original home study. By our signature below, we are 
agreeing to complete the post-placement reports as required by Barker and Colombia. 
We also agree that if Colombia changes their post-placement requirements to require 
additional post-placements, we will comply with the Colombian regulations even though 
it will result in additional cost to us. 
 
We agree to provide Barker a copy of the Colombian Legal documents such as Court 
Decree and Colombian birth certificate as well as Certificate of Citizenship when 
received from the CIS. We also agree to provide Barker a copy of the Adoption Decree 
from our state if we decide to re-adopt in the U.S. 
 
We understand and agree to incorporate this Acknowledgement and Agreement with all 
the terms of the Service Agreement and Fee Agreement we signed earlier in this 
adoption process. 
 
Signature: ____________________________  Date: 
_______________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________  Date:_______________ 
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ITINERARY SAMPLE FOR FAMILIES WHILE IN COLOMBIA 

 
The following  are the steps to be followed while in Colombia, but it is difficult to assign 
‘number of days’ to this process since there are many variables, to name a few, ICBF 
interview: if you arrive on a Tuesday, the interview won’t take place until the following 
Thursday; they can sign and not give copies of documents the same day; if the Notary 
that has to issue the new Birth certificate is not in Bogotá or is in a different Registry 
office; if it’s the end of a month and the passport office and apostille office only work 
until noon, and many other variables make it difficult to chart day by day. 
 
  
1st Day.  Family arrives in Bogotá after the I800 approval is already at the Embassy and 
has notified ICBF 
  
2nd Working Day   Family receives their Child 
  
Next 3rd or 4th Day go to the Notary to do the Power of Attorney 
   
 Between presentation day and ICBF interview, you may attend a Parent Class  
  
After the 5th or 6th Day - Interview at Bienestar - It varies depending  when ICBF gives 
the appointment 
  
After the ICBF interview, and if the Embassy has issued the letter for Court, the case is 
submitted to the Family Court by the assigned lawyer 
  
After Bienestar’s Interview no more paperwork needs to be done by the family until the 
Sentencia is issued, unless there is something additional that may come up and they 
need to do. 
  
Return to ICBF for child's vaccinations or go to a Pediatrician if they are due while they 
are still in Colombia. 
  
 After Interview at ICBF, you can travel within Colombia if you wish, or do sightseeing in 
Bogotá, until the Sentencia is issued. 
  
When Sentencia is issued, you go to Court to sign, and wait until they have the copies to 
go to the next step.  
 
At this point Notification is given to ICBF, in order for them to issue the "Certificado de 
Conformidad" that usually takes 3 days. 
  
Once you have the copies of the Sentencia, obtain the new Birth Certificate. 
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With the copies of the Sentencia and the new Birth Certificate go get the Passport 
  
 With the Passport, go to the Doctor 
  
Pick up the “Certificado de Conformidad” whenever it is ready 
  
Go get the Apostille for the Certificado de Conformidad 
  
Go to the Embassy to submit the documents for the Visa, which takes 24hrs. to be 
ready. 
  
Next day pick up the Visa 
  
Once you have the Visa you can travel Home.    
  
 
_______________________
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ADOPTION VISA – FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS ONLY 

 
DOCUMENTS TO SUBMIT TO COLOMBIAN CONSULATE TO APPLY FOR ADOPTION VISA 

 Copy of letter from FANA with Referral  

 Copy of letter from FANA re: Hague (art. 16) 

 Copy of Letter addressed “Consulado” from FANA 

 Copy of Child’s Birth certificate 

 Copy of Child’s Medical report 

 

In addition you will need the following for the ADOPTION VISA: 

 Adoption Visa application form (given to you at the Colombian Consulate in DC) 

 Three color photographs, passport size, white background 

 Two copies of the passport photo page 

 Copy of the offering letter issued by the adoption institution or Bienestar 
Familiar 

 Copy of the license of the institutions you are working with (FANA and Barker) = 
‘Certification Letter from Barker’ 

 Copy of air ticket   

 Copy of I800 provisional approval 

 POLICE RECORD = FBI FINGERPRINT CARDS (need to be apostilled and translated 
to Spanish) 

 Adoption Visa Fee US$  100.00 Payment has to be taken to the Consulate’s local 
HSBC bank – can pay either cash or check (no credit cards) 

 Adoption Visa takes 3-4 business days to process if done in person 
 
Consulate of Colombia 
1101 17th St, NW 
Suite 1007 
Washington, DC  20009 
(202) 332-7476/7573 
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AFTER YOU ACCEPT THE REFERRAL OF A CHILD, YOU MUST FILE FORM 
I800 AND SUBMIT TO USCIS 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTS TO SUBMIT WITH I-800 
Spanish and English translation of the following: 

 Letter from FANA to Barker (ART. 16) 

 Social history of child 

 Summary of clinical record 

 Certificate of birth 

 Birth mother consent 

 Copy of approval notice of I800A 

 Letter from Barker / Primary Provider Statement 
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U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES PROCEDURES 

I-800 

For Hague Countries 

Please refer to the enclosed instructions prepared by the U.S Citizenship and Immigration 

Services when completing form I-800. Below we have outlined the responses to several 

questions that may raise questions for you as you are completing the form. If you have 

any additional questions that cannot be answered by the enclosed instructions, or require 

clarification, please feel free to call your Barker, 301-664-9664, and speak with Carolina 

Kenrick or Tina Ji. 

 
 Please  download the I-800 form and instructions (as well as the  

I-864W). These forms can be downloaded from the USCIS website, 

www.uscis.gov   

 

 Once this form is completed you will file it with the National Benefits 

Center along with the supporting documents outlined in the enclosed 

instructions. 

 

When completing the I-800 form, please refer to the following: 

 

- Complete all blanks or fill in N/A if not applicable  

- For Part 2.  

Question 2. Please select “a”.  

Question 3. You will submit your child’s application for a Visa in Bogotá, 

Colombia 

 

- For Part 3.  
Question 1. and 2. please list your child’s Colombian name. 

Question 6. The current legal custodian of your child is the orphanage where 

they reside. 

Question 7. Please check the first box.  

Question 9.  Please check Yes for both a. and b. please include a complete 

copy of your child’s referral information (including all medical and 

social history provided in both Spanish and English) when you file 

your I-800 

Question 12.a, b, and c, please select Yes for all. Please include copy of 

your signed Letter of Acceptance when you file your I-800. Barker 

will provide the required statement mentioned in “c” for you to 

include as well. 

http://www.uscis.gov/
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Question 13. Please check “a”.  

Question 14.-16. Please select No for all. 

Question 18. Please check No. 

Question 20. Please select “a”. 

Question 22. Please list the Barker Foundation as your primary adoption 

service provider: 

 

The Barker Adoption Foundation 

Tina Ji, Director of International Programs 

7979 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-664-9664ph, 301-664-9604 fax 

tji@barkerfoundation.org 

Question 23. Please select Yes. Barker will send you the certified statement 

to include when you file the I-800 

Question 24. Please select Not applicable. 

Question 25. Please list the name of the orphanage in Colombia. (FANA) 

Question 27. Please select b., and file the I-864W (Intending Immigrant’s 

Affidavit of Support Exemption) with your I-800 petition.  

   

 -Please complete Supplement 2. with contact information for Barker if you 

would like to permit the USCIS to communicate with Barker on 

your behalf. 

 - If you have any additional questions while completing the I-800 form, 

please feel free to call your Barker representative. 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tji@barkerfoundation.org

