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Support & 

Training 

 

Summer is here which 

means there are many  

opportunities to interact 

with the Barker community, find a supportive 

space, or receive some training! Here are the 

support groups and trainings coming up this 

month! 

Parenting Adopted Adolescents &  

High School Aged Teenagers  
Tuesday July 5, 7-9 PM 

 

PWNL Support Group 
Wednesday July 13, 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

PRIDE Training 
Starts July 16! Find more information and register on 

our website.  

 

PRIDE After Placement 
A closed group for any families who are currently 

placed  or finalized.  Saturday July 23rd,  5-7 PM 

 

To RSVP or learn more about any of the groups 

please email Namatie Mansaray at:  

nmansaray@barkerfoundation.org 

Beverly Clarke, Program Director 

bclarke@barkerfoundation.org 

Alex Williams, Outreach Coordinator 

awilliams@barkerfoundation.org 

Website: 

www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org  

Phone:  

 (301) 664-9664                   

 PWNL Blog:    

http://tinyurl.com/PWNLBLOG 

 
 

 With the summer in full swing, our new Outreach 
Coordinator (Alex Williams) will be busy going out into the 
community to increase awareness of the need for adoptive 
parents for older, waiting children. 
 In order to best represent the program at these 
events, we need your help. We are looking for adoptive 
parents to join us at various community events to share 
your experience with prospective families.   
 If you cannot make it to community events, there is 
still a lot you can do to help us find families!  

 

WAYS YOU CAN HELP! 
 
 Connect us with your place of worship. 

 Post PWNL flyers in your community or at work. 

 Leave brochures at your local community center, library, 
grocery store, etc.  

 Tell your story! Word of mouth is often the best way to 
inform others about older child adoption.  

 Contact PWNL about local events such as conferences, 
fairs, festivals,  or any place we can set up an 
information table! 

 
For more information or to request brochures, business 

cards, information packets, Barker T-s, “ask me” pins or if 
you just want to introduce yourself, please contact: 

Alex Williams   
awilliams@barkerfoundation.org 

 

 

 

 

Immerse yourself in food, 

entertainment, and  culture at  

the 18th  annual Food Festival of the Americas 

hosted by The Organization of Women of the 

Americas on Sunday July 17, 2016. Admission to 

the event is FREE, but a donation is encouraged.   

For More Info Visit: 
http://www.oas.org/oma/common_eng/

food_festival.htm   

http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org
http://tinyurl.com/PWNLBLOG


 

 

 

A big thank you to all of our families 
who attended the 4th annual Barker 
Goes Nats fundraiser! The day was 
filled with family friendly fun as the 
Barker community gathered to enjoy 
good company, good food, and a 

winning baseball game!  The Barker Goes Nats game 
has become a tradition at Barker, and if you could 
not make the game this year, we hope to see you 
there next year! It’s a great way to meet other 
Barker families and staff . A special shout out to 
one of our PWNL families (the Andersons pictured 
below) for sharing some photos from the day with 
us!  We hope to see many of you at the ballpark 
next year! 

 

 

Barker  Goes Nats! Talking to Your 

Kids About 

Disasters 

 Start the conversation  Talk about the event 
with your child. Not talking about it can make it 
even more threatening in your child’s mind.  

 What does your child already know? Start by 
asking what your child has already heard; Listen         
carefully and look for any misinformation,           
misconceptions, or underlying fears.  

 Gently correct inaccurate information  If your 
child has misinformation, take the time to 
correct it in age appropriate language.  

 Encourage your child to ask questions  Having 
question-and-answer talks gives your child the   
support they need to cope with their emotions.  

 Limit media exposure  Sounds and images of 
the tragedy can be upsetting to children of all 
ages. Limit your exposure as well.  

  Be a positive role model  Share your feelings 
with your child...you may express sadness or 
empathy for the victims, but add information 
about the quick response by medical personnel 
and law enforcement to let your child know that 
there is hope even in tragedy.  

 

To read this article in full, please visit: http://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/
files/assets/pdfs/talking_to_children_about_the_shooting.pdf 

This past month, we experienced one of the deadliest mass 
shootings in recent American history.  It has been a time of 
sorrow across our country as our hearts have bled for all of 

the lives lost in this violent and senseless act. 

  Incidents like these can be hard for children to process.  
They can also be a “trigger” for those who have 

experienced trauma themselves.  Your kids may need your 
support to think through their feelings and emotions as 
they are inundated with news  of this tragedy on a daily 

basis.   

See below for an excerpt from  the National Child 
Traumatic Stress Network that will provide some tips for 

talking to your kids about disasters. 

Adoption World Publishing has offered an EXCLUSIVE 
coupon for Barker families through July 31st, 2016. Use 
the code BARKERJULYSAVINGS and get $1.00 off any 
book, excluding greeting cards. Publications include books 
such as The Real Me  featured in our June 2016 
newsletter. Don’t wait to take advantage of this exclusive 
offer! Visit their website, http://www.adoptionworld.net  


