
2015 India Program Updates 

India Update for February 2015 
Things have been a little slower in India since the beginning of the year.  We have 3 families anxious to 

travel to pick up their children:  two have passed court and are waiting for their children’s passports and 

one waiting for NOC.  We have 6 families assigned to RIPAs and 2 more that are registered. 

Last week CARA hosted the international adoption meeting in Delhi where there was talk about the new 

guidelines and improving the speed and transparency of adoptions.  There have been several articles 

that mostly focused on some sharp words by the Minister of Women & Children, Ms. Ghandi. You can 

read some of those articles at:   

http://northgazette.com/news/2015/02/20/indian-govt-to-bring-new-guidelines-for-adoption-of-

children/#more-13433  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt-slams-agencies-for-slide-in-

adoptions/articleshow/46319163.cms?intenttarget=no 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/adoption-rate-in-india-shameful-union-minister-

maneka-gandhi/ 

We haven’t received any word directly from CARA yet regarding the implementing of the new 

guidelines, but will keep our families notified when we do. 

 

India Update for March 2015 
For the month of March, we had one family that traveled and received their new daughter in India and 

another family traveling home in April with their new son.  We also had a family received their NOC in 

March and are now waiting for the court decree. 

India’s Ministry of External Affairs has clarified procedures for issuance for passports for children 

adopted in India.  A copy of the circular is now on CARA’s website at this link: 

http://adoptionindia.nic.in/PDF/Passport_legalization.pdf  

Also on CARA’s website, you can now see the number of children as well as waiting families at each 

RIPA, although we don’t know how accurate these numbers are, it is interesting to see.  You can get to 

this information by going to the website at:  http://cara.nic.in/parents/search-adoption-agency.html and 

then clicking on the state you are interested in on the map.  This will take you to a listing of the RIPAs for 

that particular state.  Above the listings, there is a button labeled “View Child Availability” and if you 

click on it you will see a listing of each RIPA along with the numbers of children by age groups as well as 

the number of waiting families assigned to that RIPA. 
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We are you are enjoying the spring weather! 

 

India Update for April 2015 
During the month of April we had two families return home with their new daughter and new son.  We 

have a family that is just waiting for their child’s court decree and hope to travel soon.  We also have a 

family that received information on a potential referral.   

One of the RIPAs that we’ve had a few children adopted from recently asked for help in finding a family 

for an older girl in their care.  This child will be 9 years old in July.  She appears to be on target for her 

age and the RIPA describes her as a bright, sharp & intelligent child, ever willing to study and attend 

classes. She has a medical need for which she has had surgeries for and, because of this, plus being 

abandoned at an age where she could understand, she feels rejected as she sees her other friends being 

adopted.  Attached is her photo. If you think you might be interested in this lovely girl, please contact 

Betty. 

The proposed changes to the adoption process in India continues to be in the news: 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-norms-for-adopting-children-in-india-set-to-eased-

maneka-gandhi-2083817 

NDTV.com has a recent interview with Minister Gandhi of the Indian Ministry of Women and Child 

Development.  You can view this at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MgplUxc7yk 

 

India Update for May 2015 
During May we had two new families register on the CARINGs website. Neither family has been assigned 
to a RIPA yet. Based upon conversations with other agencies, this appears to be the same experience 
others are having as well. We also have several families that have asked to be reassigned to new RIPAs 
and they are still waiting for this to be done.  I have noticed that CARA has been much quicker on 
responding however, so am hopeful that this is just a minor slow down. 
 
We still have one family waiting for court to travel as well as one family that is close to accepting a 
referral. 
 
Please remember that if there has been any changes that occur with your family (change in job, address, 
health, or new members to your home) you should contact Barker to determine if a home study update 
is necessary. As part of the home study process all families were informed of their “duty of candor” to 
disclose any changes immediately. 
 
In June, we will be attending the “Putting Families First Conference” hosted by JCICS and NCFA. 
Although not finalized yet, the India caucus is expecting Dr. Veerendra Mishra, Secretary of CARA, will be 
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attending a roundtable discussion with the India caucus. Barker, along with other agencies, has 
submitted questions and topics that we would like to discuss.   
 
Adoption & Identity Intertwined is a documentary created by a Chinese adoptee in her senior year of 

high school.  The documentary shows some interesting perspectives of adopted teens in the US and can 

be watched here:  

https://vimeo.com/127173110?utm_source=ALP+Professionals_May20&utm_campaign=23f6e45201-

Identity_Offer6_1_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02b864dfd3-23f6e45201-118835569  We 

hope you find this video enlightening as to the  perspective of adopted children as well as reflecting the 

importance of a child knowing their adoption story. 

 

July Update for India 
Dear families, 
 
CARA just released the new guidelines for adoptions from India. You can find the complete set of 
guidelines on their website at:  http://www.adoptionindia.nic.in/ and then click on the red scrolling 
announcement. These guidelines are to go into effect August 1st and the CARINGS database will be down 
from July 28 through the 31st as it gets updated.   
 
As a member of the India Caucus through the National Council for Adoption, I will be participating in a 
conference call with other adoption agencies that work with India to discuss what these changes will 
look like for our families. This call will be held sometime early in August.  The  new guidelines are lengthy 
and not always clear in parts; so I feel it will take some time to determine how the changes will actually 
play out. Below I am listing some of the major changes (as I understand them): 
 

 NRI families will be “at par” with resident Indian families – meaning on a priority  list of families 
to be matched. 

 OCI families will be on a second list of waiting families grouped with non-Indian families. 

 Seniority on both lists will be based upon the date of registration with CARA. 

 Families will be give profiles of 2 children and asked to proceed with one of them. They will have 
96 hours in which to make this decision. If the family doesn’t choose either child, they will go to 
the bottom of the waiting list. 

 Pending adoptions will be based upon the new guidelines. 

 Age of prospective parents will be based upon the date of registration and will now fall in 3 
categories: 

 Children up to 4 years – maximum combined age of 90 
 Children 4-8 years – maximum combined age of 100 
 Children 8-18 years – maximum combined age of 110 

 
It also sounds like CARA will be the entity doing the matching of the children with families, and then we 
will be working with the SAA after the family decides to move forward with a child. It appears that all 
SAAs can now place children internationally and the term RIPA was not used at all in the new guidelines. 
The guidelines also set specific time restrictions on the Indian side for processing of each step of the 
adoption process. 
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I know the main question for every family is “how will this affect my adoption?”  At this point, it is too 
early to know; however, the intent of these new guidelines is to decrease the time involved for adopting 
and to also make the process more transparent.  I’m afraid only time will tell whether the new 
guidelines achieve these goals.  I will keep everyone updated when more is known. 
 
Regards, 
Betty 
 

August Update for India 
CARA seems to be implementing the new guidelines pretty quickly.  This past Friday we received 

referrals for 2 of our families through the online system!  Both families received information on 2 

children.  These families were our ones  with the oldest registration dates. One was an NRI family and 

the other was an OCI. The families had to make their decision as to which child they wanted to reserve 

on Monday, as the 96 hour period ended in India very early Tuesday morning here.  

The information on the children was similar to what we typically see with a referral – one photo, the 

MER (medical exam report) and the CSR (child study report).  Since these files were coming from 

orphanages that most likely hadn’t done international before, there was conflicting information on 

some, a couple written in Hindi with no English translation, and some missing information.  The children 

were however all within the families’ requests as far as health, gender and age. 

This seemed to be the same experience for other agencies with India programs as well. Barker, as well 

as the other agencies, are cooperating with sharing information as the process unfolds. 

Before the 96 hour period was up, both families had chosen the child’s file that they wished to reserve. 

The next step should be to receive an official referral of the child which will need to be accepted by the 

family within 30 days. We are hopeful to get more information on the children to clear up the 

discrepancies as well as arrange for a local physician to visit the children.  

We will keep you informed of any new developments. 

September India Updates 

India Update 9/15/15 

We had one more family receive two files of children to review and reserve one. This time the files were 
more complete and all in English, although there was a birth date discrepancy on one. The family did 
reserve one of the children’s files.  Based on the registration dates of our families it appears that CARA 
went out of order though as we did have a couple of families that were registered prior to this one. 
 
It looks like the learning curve for agencies in India is going to be a steep one for a while.  For the two 
families that received referrals we have been unable to get any further information on the children so 
far.  The SAAs (orphanages) don’t seem to know what they are supposed to do and CARA insists that 
they should, so we are rather stuck in the middle.  
 



After we “reserve” a child’s file for a family online, the SAA is supposed to send us the original referral 
documents for the family to officially accent the referral. The SAA needs to do something online so that 
the agency (us) is able to upload the acceptance paperwork within the 30 day period.  This hasn’t been 
done by either SAA. We have asked CARA for their assistance on this as well as an extension of the 30 
day period. 
 
Other agencies are experiencing similar issues.  The caucus of adoption agencies prepared a list of our 
concerns and submitted them to CARA as well as the USDOS-OCI.  One of the agencies is also visiting 
CARA this month and will be carrying a list of concerns from the rest of us as well. 
 
In the meantime, there have been some sporadic referrals going out.  I’ve been told of ones that didn’t 
match what the family was approved for and also that did not go in order of the families’ registration 
date with CARA. 
 
I appreciate you, the families, patience and understanding through this transition period. Please 
understand that I am not able to predict when a family will get a referral or when the process will start 
moving along as it is intended to.  
 
On another note, I would like to point out Barker’s new website is now up! Please be sure to visit it as 
you might even see some faces of families you know. All of our photos  are Barker families.  There is also 
still a password protected section of the site where you are able to access the program guides, 
paperwork and updates. You can do this while on the India page at: 
http://www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org/our-services/adoption-programs/international-
adoption/countries-we-work-with/india , then finding the box on the left hand side of the page that says 
“In Service Family Resources” and clicking the Access Resources button.   You will then be required to 
enter your password. If you don’t remember your password, feel free to email us. 
 

India Update 9/30/15 

We continue to see issues arising with the new system. We believe that CARA is fully aware of these 

problems and are hopeful that they will try to straighten out these issues before sending out any new 

referrals. 

For the first 2 families that received referrals, both of their reserved files fell of the computer system 

after the 30 day period had passed.  Within days these 2 families ended up with 2 new referrals each. 

The good news is that these referrals contained better information. One family expressed their strong 

desire to continue with the first child that they had reserved and it appears that CARA and the 

orphanage is honoring that request. The 2nd family did reserve one of the new files and we’ve been able 

to communicate with the orphanage for more information on the child. 

We now technically have two families with what appears to be accepted referrals. The computer 

requires the orphanages to do something online in order for us to upload their acceptance documents. 

This has been done for both families. We have one other family that is waiting for more information 

prior to accepting.  The next step after referral acceptance will be the family receiving immigration 

approval form their I800 and CARA issuing the NOC.  I don’t believe any other agencies have received 

this point yet. 
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We have an additional family that is finishing through the “old” process and they are just waiting for 

their NOC to be issued.  

The India caucus of NCFA agencies has issued an invitation to CARA to come to the US to discuss with us 

the problems we are experiencing with the new process.  We hope to have an answer from CARA soon 

and have them visit towards the end of October.  Barker has offered our conference room in the 

Bethesda office as the meeting place for the East Coast. 

I will continue to keep you updated and again appreciate everyone’s patience through these changes. 

 

 

India Update for October, 2015 
Although things with the new system are still not running as it is supposed to be, we are seeing some 

progress. I have heard that CARA staff was working 12 hour days and I’ve noticed they have been more 

responsive to emails.  CARA did decline our caucus offer of coming to the US to discuss the issues with 

agencies. 

We have three families with referrals under the new system that I am hopeful will result in adoptions. 

Two of these families have received the provisional approval from immigration for their children and are 

waiting for the Article 5. Once the Article 5 is received, the next step would be for CARA to issue their 

approval in the form of an NOC.  The third family with a referral is waiting for corrected paperwork to be 

created on the child before they can move forward. We also still have one family under the old process 

that is currently waiting for their NOC. 

CARA also indicated to me that the reason why a couple of our families appeared to have been 

“skipped” for referrals was that those families had indicated a preference for the state their child is in. 

CARA also asked that I prepare a list indicating what families I had waiting so they could compare my list 

with theirs. I did supply them with this list.  I do have a few families that had registered with state 

preferences. If you would like for me to change your choice to “no preference” please let me know as it 

appears having a state preference could cause you to wait longer for a referral. 

On October 21, 2015, the Indian government informed the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi that adoptive 

parents must possess an exit permit issued by the Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) in New 

Delhi before departing India with their adopted or prospective adoptive child.  Families may contact the 

FRRO support desk by telephone at + 91 11 2671-1443 or by e-mail at frrodli.support@nic.in or 

frrodli.support@gov.in for assistance in processing the exit document.  As per FRRO, parents can apply 

for the exit permit at the FRRO in New Delhi after receiving their child’s U.S. immigrant visa. Because of 

this, families are advised to not plan on leaving Delhi immediately after their Embassy appointment. 

We hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful fall color! 
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India Update for November, 2015 
We haven’t seen much change with the new system and no new referrals in November. We have 2 

families that received their Article 5 letters and are now waiting for their NOC and a 3rd that has received 

their provisional approval from Immigration and is waiting for their Article 5. Our family that was still 

under the “old” system did receive their NOC around the end of the month, so will not be waiting on 

their court approval. 

One of our agency caucus group members was able to travel to India and had a 3 hour meeting with 

several of the CARA staff recently.  She was very pleased with their responsiveness.  CARA readily 

acknowledged that they have been overwhelmed with the changes due to the guidelines.  They did state 

that adoptions are increasing. Although there are still many quality issues that need to be resolved, 

CARA is working on helping the SAAs with the issues. 

I mentioned last month that the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi was requiring families to get an exit permit 

for their newly adopted child; however, this has changed and now newly adoptive children do NOT need 

to get an exit permit. Below is from the U.S. State Department Bureau of Consular Affairs: 

The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi’s Consular Section informed us that they met with the Ministry of Home 

Affairs and the Foreigner’s Regional Registration Office (FRRO) in New Delhi on Friday and were advised 

that there is no exit permit requirement for adoptive parents and none should be enforced.  The 

Consular Section is telling families that they should NOT need an exit permit to depart India but for 

families to still contact the FRRO directly at Tel: (+ 91-11) 2671-1443 to confirm and carry a copy of the 

Article 23 certificate in their case with them to show at the airport should they have issues.  If families 

experience difficulties, they may contact the U.S. Embassy at Tel: (+91-11) 2419-8000.  The Consular 

Section is open Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. except on 

American and Indian holidays. 

Warm regards, 

Betty 

 

India Update for December, 2015 
December brought one NOC (Non Objection Certificate) which is the final approval of an adoption by 

CARA. After NOC, the orphanage submits the case to their state court. Our family that received NOC in 

November received word that their case had already passed court in December.  We anticipate this 

family traveling in February.  CARA was able to correct the website so that we can now change families’ 

preference of state if desired. 

The NCFA (National Council for Adoption) Chairperson returned from visiting CARA and the US Embassy 

and shared more information gathered from his meetings.  CARA has assigned staff to specific regions of 

the country so that they can become more familiar with specific SAAs. This seems to be helpful when 

trying to iron out problems.  There is one person at CARA that receives all case-related emails, which 

amounts to approximately 350 emails a week. This person reviews and then directs the emails to the 

http://newdelhi.usembassy.gov/holidays.html


appropriate staff person.  This means that families will need to be patient as we wait to hear back from 

inquiries to CARA.  CARA has also been providing training to SAAs through in-person sessions and online 

webinars.  We also learned that CARA is now using a committee to review files before issuing NOCs. This 

does appear to be causing a longer time for issuance of NOCs. 

A new notice is now on the State Department’s website regarding contacting the Foreigners Regional 

Registration Office (FRRO) for obtaining an NOC (not to be confused with the NOC issued by CARA) 

before departing India with an adopted child. This can be read at: 

http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/country-information/alerts-and-notices/india-16-

01-05.html  

Because the process still doesn’t seem set, I have contacted the Embassy and was given the below info: 

Parents are now required to obtain a “No Objection Certificate” from the Foreigners Regional 

Registration Office (FRRO) before Departing India with their adopted child or prospective adoptive child. 

Please contact the FRRO support desk by telephone at 91 11 2671-1443 or by e-mail at 

frrodli.support@nic.in  OR  frrodli.support@gov.in  for assistance in obtaining this document.  The 

Consular Section is open Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. except 

on American and Indian holidays. 

Warm regards, 

Betty 
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